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Some people like surprises. The pleasant 
ones, anyway! 


When we look at the Christmas story, it is full 
of surprises. Mary 
didn’t expect to be 
chosen by God to 
give birth to His Son. 
Joseph was surprised 
and shocked that his 
fiancée was pregnant. 
The couple thought 
t h e y w o u l d s t a r t 
married life together in 
Nazareth, but political circumstances forced 
them to go to Bethlehem and then into Egypt. 


The Bethlehem shepherds were surprised and 
frightened by the heavenly choir and an angel 
with a marvellous message. Later, they 
rejoiced at seeing the Saviour – a new born 
baby in a manger.


The Wise Men were surprised to see a unique 
star, and so they followed it all the way to 
Jerusalem. They thought a royal birth would 
be in a city and in Herod’s Palace. They were 

surprised again, to be redirected to a remote 
village called Bethlehem. Herod too was 
surprised that a new king had come, and felt 

h i s p o s i t i o n a n d 
authority were being 
threatened.


What is most surprising 
i s t h a t G o d h a d 
planned the coming of 
Jesus thousands of 
y e a r s b e f o r e i t 
happened. Prophets 

had told of His coming 
and their hearers were waiting for Him to 
appear. But still they were surprised when the 
Messiah came, for He did not come as a 
conquering hero but as a suffering Servant. 


Jesus came to save people from their sins. He 
came to restore a broken relationship and 
bring His people to a glorious Home. The 
biggest surprise? It was also done for you and 
me!   


Lester Amann for Parish Pump

Amazed! 
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Church Services in 
December  

For those unable to attend 
church in person the 
service will be on zoom. 
The Zoom link each week will remain the same 
and is as follows:  
Meeting ID: 864 1569 9327 
Passcode: 490926


The services will start at 10.00am 


This month the services will be led by the 
following people:


Sunday 5th December - Rev Jonnie Hill - 
Baptism  
Sunday 12th December - Alison Pope - 
Communion 
Sunday 19th December - Sue Matthews 
Sunday 19th December - 6.30pm - Carol 
Service, with zoom link 
Friday 24th December - 11.30pm - 
Christmas Eve service -Linda Rayner 
Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day - 
Christopher Whitehead - with zoom link 
Sunday 26th December - No Service


Our thanks go to all for their contribution and 
service to our fellowship.


Reverse Advent  
Just to remind people 
t h a t t h e B o x f o r 
donations is in the Foyer 
at Church until Sunday 12th December. 

All donations will go to Chelwood Foodbank 
Plus to make up Christmas hampers.


Carols By Candlelight 
Our service this year will be on Sunday 19th 
December at 6.30pm, so make sure you put 
it in the dairy as it’s an extra service and 
hopefully the weather will be kind to us. We 
will be serving mince pies and mulled wine in 
the Hall after the service. 


Elaine

Partnership News 
The main news is that we are delighted that 
Marion Tugwood, one of our Partnership 
Ministers is on her way back to us. As with 
any return after a long period of absence it 
will be done in a phased way.


We have preachers already booked to do 
services into the New Year, thanks to 
Christopher’s great pulpit supply organisation, 
so it may be a little time before she takes one 
of our services. However, we hopefully may 
see Marion joining one of our events before 
then.


We are delighted that one of the other 
Partnership Ministers, Jonnie Hill will be 
leading our service on December 5th, we look 
forward to welcoming him to our fellowship 
and hearing him preach. 


Elaine

Church Family and Friends  
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the 
passing of Val Ward. Val has been an active 
and loyal member of our fellowship for many, 
many years. Val was the much loved Brown 
Owl, for the Church Brownie Pack, working 
tirelessly to provide a wonderful experience for 
many generations of young people. Val’s skills 
in sewing and craftwork were legendary, with 
many in Church being dressed by Val as 
sheep, shepherds, wise men and angels for 
the nativity service. She produced some of the 
beautiful hangings in church and these will be 
a lasting memory of Val. Val was also a 
talented singer, and was a member of the 
choir and choir leader, organising the music 
and singing for services and special 
occasions. We send our love and sympathy to 
Val’s daughter Alayne and her family at this 
sad time and remember them in our prayers.


Some of our members and friends are 
continuing to struggle with poor health and 
this has meant they have been unable to join 
us for services, or are joining us via zoom. We 
send our love to them and remember them in 
our prayers. We also remember those who are 
facing an operation and who are undergoing 
treatment, we pray that their recovery may be 
quick and they return to good health. We 
remember all who are suffering and those 
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worrying about loved ones at this time in our 
prayers and wish them all well. 


Sue

Advent   
Wai t ing i s no t 
popular in our 
culture, when so 
m u c h c a n b e 
obtained simply at 
the press of a button! Advent, when we wait 
for the coming of Christmas, is also an 
opportunity to learn what it means to be 
waiting for the promised return of Jesus. He 
says: ‘It’s like a man going away: he leaves his 
house and puts his servants in charge, each 
with their assigned task, and tells the one at 
the door to keep watch. Therefore, keep 
watch because you do not know when the 
owner of the house will come back’ (Mark 
13:34-35).


We live between Jesus’ first and second 
comings and this parable reminds us of the 
need to watch and wait, as disciples living 
faithfully for Him. It reminds us of two kinds of 
waiting: passive and active. Imagine you’re at 
the railway station, awaiting the arrival of a 
train. On the platform a man is asleep, as he 
thinks there is plenty of time before the train 
arrives. He is passively waiting. There is also a 
small boy on the platform who is excited 
about the train coming. He can’t sit still and 
constantly looks down the track to see if the 
train is coming. He is actively waiting, for he 
expects the train to arrive at any moment.


Advent gives us a choice: how will we wait for 
Jesus’ coming? Passive waiting doesn’t 
require much attention on our part. We can 
live our Christian life pre-occupied with our 
own concerns, rather than looking to God. 
However, active waiting involves an eager 
expectation, as we await Jesus’ return or 
simply look to him coming to us today. All we 
want is to be found faithful as His disciples. 
There is nothing more important than being 
ready to meet our Master!


The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham for Parish 
Pump

What a Christmas  
The Bethlehem manger, shepherds, wise men, 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph – it’s all so familiar to 

older people, who are 
shocked to hear that 
younger generations may 
be hazy or ignorant of 
them. Aren’t they part of 
everyone’s education?


Yet the first Christmas 
was restricted to just a 
few.  What 21st Century 
Christians proclaim as the 
most significant event in 
history began in a remote corner of the Roman 
Empire, without the pomp and publicity we 
associate with kingship and power. What 
modern media have called ‘The Greatest Story 
Ever Told’, escaped everyone’s attention in 
first century Palestine.


This year, Christmas is going to be a busier 
celebration than last year, but probably not yet 
back to the normal fuss we usually make each 
December. The streets will be crowded, but 
shops may struggle with supplies. Parties will 
take place, but many people will feel reluctant 
join in. Family gatherings are allowed again, 
but the vulnerable may hesitate. Christmas 
services will be held, but as singing has the 
potential for droplet and aerosol transmission, 
music will be muted this year. A Christmas 
without many carols!


Many will struggle to hold their ‘usual’ 
Christmas. Yet God does not neglect us. This 
may be the very opportunity to rekindle or 
deepen our faith in what really matters about 
Christmas. Away from the hordes, perhaps 
completely alone this Christmas, we may sit 
quietly and allow our heavenly Father to draw 
near to us. We may picture Mary inviting us to 
gaze with her at her Son, born to save us from 
our sins.  In the silence of our imagination, we 
may join the chorus of angels announcing His 
birth to the shepherds:


“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom His 
favour rests.”


It was that chorus which inspired an American 
Minister, Edmund Sears, to write the 
Christmas hymn, ‘It Came Upon a Midnight 
Clear’. Sears, troubled by the world’s turbulent 
history and failure to hear the Christmas 
message, was himself recovering from a 
breakdown. Written in 1849, his words have a 
timeless ring about them:
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Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song which they bring; 
Oh, hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
And hear the angels sing 

Ven John Barton for Parish Pump

A 
Christmas 
Gift  
It’s not easy 
g e t t i n g t h e 
right Christmas 
present for others, especially in these 
uncertain times. However, the Magi’s gifts 
were entirely appropriate and help us to 
understand God’s gift of Jesus to us. 


‘On coming to the house, they saw the child 
with His mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped Him. Then they opened their 
treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold 
and of incense and of myrrh.’ (Matt 2:11). 
These were the expensive kind of gifts that 
visitors from the east would bring: gold, 
frankincense (a plant gum resin used in 
incense) and myrrh (another resin used in 
perfumes). 


Who is He? 

Gold is a gift for a king. In Jesus, we see a 
king in baby clothes. The worship of the wise 
men was costly, not only in terms of their gifts 
but for their lives.


Why did he come? 

Frankincense was used by the priests in the 
temple in offering sacrifices. Jesus, as the 
ultimate priest, is the one who came to bring 
God and man together. He could do this 
because He is both divine and human.


What did it cost Him? 

Myrrh was used to embalm the dead. This gift 
reminds us that the baby of Bethlehem would 
die on the cross to give His life for us. The 

wood of the crib and the cross are the same 
wood!


What are we going to offer Him this 
Christmas? Jesus is Christ, the king who 
comes to rule our lives; He’s Lord, the One 
who knows what it’s like to be human as well 
as divine; and He’s Saviour, who enables us to 
be friends of God.


“At Christmas time, when we receive presents 
that we don’t really need, God offers us a gift 
we cannot do without.” – J John 

The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham for Parish 
Pump

Music for the Messiah  
H a v e y o u 
noticed that, in 
the Chr istmas 
story, singing is 
featured on three 
occasions? 


Firstly, after Mary 
w a s g i v e n a 
message f rom 
the angel Gabriel, and was visiting her elderly 
and pregnant relative, Elizabeth. Mary was so 
overwhe lmed wi th happiness a t the 
forthcoming miraculous births, she started to 
sing.


Over the years, her words, known as The 
Magnificat, have been set to music by various 
composers. The hymn Tell out, my soul, the 
greatness of the Lord is one example of it. Of 
course, we don’t know Mary’s melody line, but 
her words express God’s promise that He 
would rescue His people and through them 
save the world. Mary sings of God’s mercy 
and benevolence on the helpless, the humble 
and the hungry.  


Months later, in the fields of Bethlehem, 
shepherds were confronted with an angel and 
given an incredible message: the Saviour, the 
Messiah had been born. This was followed by 
a host of angels who could not help but sing 
glory to God. Later, the shepherds saw the 
baby Jesus. They then returned home: not in 
silence and awe, but in song. They were 
overwhelmed with an encounter with Almighty 
God! Heaven and earth had been brought 
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together. They s imply couldn’t s top 
themselves from praising and glorifying God.  


For Mary, the Shepherds and the Eastern Men 
too, that first Christmas brought in a time of 
hope: hope for the helpless, pardon for the 
guilty, and forgiveness for the conscious 
stricken. Good news for those who had had 
nothing but bad news!


From that time on, people have tried to 
express their gratitude, thanks and wonder at 
God’s love and mercy. Over the centuries, 
countless poets and musicians have 
composed music for us to sing. At no other 
time in the year, is so much music used to 
describe and express one moment in history.


Traditionally, December is a time for concerts 
and services of Christmas music. We come 
together to sing carols and other songs that 
express the wonder of God’s Gift to us. 
Unfortunately, last year, the coronavirus 
restricted or even cancelled our musical 
festivities. This month, we may be in a better 
position to worship together.


Jesus has given us hope; forgiven our sin; and 
continues to impart faith and heal our spiritual 
wounds. Isn’t that something to always sing 
about? O come let us adore Him, Christ the 
Lord!  

Lester Amann for Parish Pump

Christmas Rush 
That time again, my trolley’s full 
Buying all the Christmas fare, 
A turkey crown, a rib of beef, 
Crisps and nibbles, lots to spare. 
  
Christmas crackers and serviettes, 
Paper for wrapping and cards to send, 
Nuts and oranges, figs and dates 
The list goes on, there seems no end. 
  
In all this rush it’s good to pause 
And think about that special Day, 

When shepherds watched and angels sang 
As a Baby lay in a bed of hay.


Megan Carter for Parish Pump

Your Gift of Life - at Christmas 
Creaking on the staircase – 
Noise outside my door – 
A rustle in the chimney – 
It’s ‘Santa-time’ once more. 
St Nicholas is on his way 
With all his Christ-life gifts 
To fire every child-light with 
The loving Christ-mass kiss. 
  
In some he’ll place the gift of gold – 
In others frankincense – 
While others will be given myrrh – 
All signs of God’s presence. 
  
For in each earthly crib or bed 
In squalor, comfort, splendour – 
The Christ child has been placed again 
To call the world to wonder. 
  
So come you kings, come one, come all, 
Come shepherds to the cradle stall 
And hear the angels sing a-new 
The heavenly song they sing for you. 
  
Your God is in your gift of life – 
The life He gives with love – 
So take the gift and use it, 
Use it wisely, don’t abuse it, 
Let the Christ-life fire your spirit 
That God in you may LIVE.


Sam Doubtfire for Parish Pump
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Christmas 
Greetings

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to all 
our friends in the wide 

church out reach.

Carole, Glynne and 
family 

To all my friends at 
Church, wishing you a 
very Happy Christmas.

Ken

Wishing all my good 
friends a very Happy 

Christmas 

Pam and Family

Christmas Greetings to 
all our Church Friends, 

and best wishes for a 
healthy 2022 from 

Brenda and Neil

To Everyone
 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy Christmas and a 

Peaceful New Year

Helen 

To All our Friends at 
Church, Wishing you a 
Happy Christmas and a 

Peaceful and Healthy 
2022.

With love from 

Linda & John

Wishing all my dear 
friends at Church a very 
Happy Christmas and 

New Year. 

Rita

Christmas Greetings to 
all our Church friends.

Wishing you all the very 
best for the New Year,
and thanking everyone 

for your kindness 
during 

our family health 
problems.

Carole & Graham

Merry Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year to all 

at Church. 
Warmest wishes 

Verina and Stuart 

Thinking of you All at 
Christmas time and 

wishing you a Happy 
Christmas and peaceful 

New Year

Sue and Barrie

Christmas Greetings and 
best wishes to all.

Rosemary and 
Christopher

Wishing everyone a 
Happy Christmas and a 

healthy and peaceful 
2022 

Sue and Paul

We wish you all a safe 
and peaceful Christmas, 

God Bless, 
with love, 

Brenda and Gerald

Norma and Howard send warm 
greetings to all our friends this 

Christmas time. 
We may not actually see you at 

Church, but we are thinking of you 
all.

Happy Christmas 

Norma & Howard 🦊🦊



December 2021 Page 7

The Lectionary Readings for December 2021 
The readings may not always correspond with those chosen by our preachers, 
but this information could be used for personal reading.  

Sue Matthews

Week beginning First reading 
and Psalm

Alternative first 
reading and 
Psalm

Second reading Gospel

December 5th 2021 Baruch 5:1-9


or


Malachi 3:1-4


Luke 1:68-79
 Philippians 
1:3-11

Luke 3:1-6

December 12th 2021 Zephaniah 
3:14-20


Isaiah 12:2-6
 Philippians 4:4-7 Luke 3:7-18

December 19th 2021 Micah 5:2-5a
 Luke 1:46b-55

or

Psalm 80:1-7


Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-45, 
(46-55)

December 26th 2021 
 1 Samuel 
2:18-20, 26


Psalm 148
 Colossians 
3:12-17


Luke 2:41-52


Prayer Corner  
Please let me know if you would like any specific prayers added to our prayer corner each 
month.  Sue Matthews 

Please pray for those in our fellowship who are u n w e l l , a n d f a c e hospital treatments.

Please pray for those 
who have lost a loved 
one recently

Please pray for those 
who are alone or in 
despair and for those 
who work in mental 
health

Please pray for the 

h o m e l e s s a n d 

displaced people of 

the world

Please pray for people affected by flooding, mud slides, drought a n d v o l c a n i c eruptions

Please continue to 

pray for individuals, 

c o m m u n i t i e s a n d 

nations living with 

Covid 19
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EDITOR 

Mrs Sue Matthews 
sm@tthews.me.uk 
0161 439 1066

NEWS & VIEWS is published on the 
last Sunday of each month. The 

deadline for the next issue is: 


SUNDAY 12th December


Crossword Challenge 
Across 
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the 
Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)

7 David’s third son, killed when his head got 
caught in a tree during

a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) 
(7)

8 They ruled much of the west coast of South 
America in the 15th

 and early 16th centuries (5)

10 Small deer of European and Asian 
extraction (4)

11 Seized control of (Numbers 
21:25) (8)

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)

15 First World War heroine shot 
by the Germans in Brussels, 
Nurse Edith ____ (6)

17 Stormy (8)

18 A bitter variety of this, 
together with lamb and 
unleavened bread,

was the Passover menu for 
anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 
9:11) (4)

21 Arson (anag.) (5)

22 How John Newton described 
God’s grace in his well-known 
hymn (7)

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

Down 
21 ‘_____ and see that the Lord 
is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)

2 ‘The wicked man flees though 
no one pursues, but the righteous

are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)

3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, 
who married a foreign

woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)

4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the 
rest of his family and

joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)

5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)

6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy 
and pleasing to God’

(Romans 12:1) (10)


9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) 
(10)

12 One who accepts government by God (8)

14 Aromatic substance commonly used in 
Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1)

(7)

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 
18:38) (6)

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)

20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will ____ his people

from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)


Answers November 2021 
Across: 1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 
11, SAE. 13, Inns. 16, Firm. 17, Accuse. 18, 
East. 20, Ogam. 21, Judith. 22, Seba. 23, 
Msgr. 25, Den. 28, Inane. 29, Entreat. 30, 
Chrysoprase. 

Down: 2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, 
Raising. 7, Citizenship. 8, Commemorate. 12, 
Assail. 14, Sat. 15, Scouse. 19, Sabbath. 20, 
Ohm. 24, Seeds. 25, Deny. 26, Nero. 27, Star.



