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“Your rod and your staff, they comfort me” 
Psalm 23.4 

Shepherds used to use 
a tall staff with a crook 
neck for caring for their 
sheep. They could slip 
the crook end around a 
l a m b t h a t h a d 
wandered off and fallen 
into a ditch and lift it 
o u t t o s a f e t y a n d 
comfort. At other times, the shepherd would 
use his staff to deftly prod a wayward sheep 
back onto the right path. Then again, there 
were always the reluctant sheep who were 
simply afraid to go forward.


Many a Christian has found that our Good 
Shepherd uses his heavenly staff in much the 
same way. Somet imes we fa l l i n to 
circumstances beyond our control and need 
rescuing and comfort. Other times, we are 
stubborn and going our own way – and need 
a firm hand to prevent us causing even more 
trouble. And finally, there are those times 
when we are too timid to move forward and 

grasp what God has given us for the next 
stage in our lives. Then, we need a firm, loving 

push! 


Whatever way we 
need the staff, the 
Bible assures us 
t h a t o u r G o o d 
Shepherd will take 
good care of us. As 
long as we are 
f o l l o w i n g H i m , 

nothing can get at us without first coming 
past Him. 


From Parish Pump

The Comfort of a Staff 

SUNDAY SERVICES
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Church Services in October 
For those unable to attend church in person 
the service will be on zoom. The Zoom link 
each week will remain the same and is as 
follows:  
Meeting ID: 864 1569 9327 
Passcode: 490926


The services will start at 10.00am 


This month the services will be led by the 
following people:


Sunday 3rd October - Linda Rayner - 
Communion  
Sunday 10th October - Elaine Noden - 
Harvest 
Sunday 17th October - Margaret Dexter-
Brown 
Sunday 24th October - Graham Perkin 
Sunday 31st October - Sue Matthews


Our thanks go to all for their contribution and 
service to our fellowship.


Harvest  
This year our Harvest Festival 
Service wil l be held on 
Sunday 10th October at 
10.00am. 

The Wellspring, whom we have supported 
over many years with your Harvest Goods 
donation, have remained open during the 
pandemic; it has proved to be a tough year 
and a half for them with increased numbers of 
people accessing the services they provide. 
Throughout the long months, hot meals, food 
parcels and essentials have been provided, 
care and medical attention was available and 
where possible the homeless have been found 
accommodation.


They now need to restock their shelves and 
are appealing for support; hence they have 
sent us a ‘Wish List’ indicating goods needed 
and those where they already have an 
adequate supply.


The ‘Wish List’ is printed below. Please 
donating anything you can from the list, and 
bring the items along to the service on the 
10th October; we will be displaying the goods 
during the service. 
Thank You in advance for your support.


Graham

The Wellspring Harvest Wish List 

Tinned Meats for sandwiches (corned beef, 
ham, luncheon meat) 
Tinned Meats (stewed meat, hot dogs and 
meat balls, curry) 
Tinned Savoury Pies 
Vegetable and meat soups 
Tinned potatoes 
Tinned vegetables 
Tinned tomatoes 
Tinned fruit 
Pie Fillings – Sweet and savoury 
Pickle 
Brown Sauce (HP etc) Tomato Sauce, 
Mayonnaise 
Sugar 
Tinned Rice Pudding 
Tinned or packaged Custard 
Biscuits 
Individually wrapped (multi-pack) Crisps, 
Chocolate and Biscuits 
Shower Get and Liquid Soap 
Shaving Foam, Razors 
Roll on Deodorants (please NOT SPRAY 
CANS) 
Coffee 
Cordials 
Milk (Long Life Milk is very useful) 
Small plastic bottles of Pop or Still Water


They respectfully suggest that for the next 
year they already have adequate stocks of the 
following items: 
Tinned Fruit 
Baked Beans 
Kidney Beans 
Tomato Soup 
Chick Peas 
Grapefruit 
Prunes 
Sweet Corn 
Tinned Salmon 
Marmalade and Jam 
Packets of Pasta and Rice 
Tea Bags 

 

Church News
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Eco Church 
A few weeks ago, it was Climate Sunday and 
Christopher led an excellent service on the 
subject. We decided as one of our Dream Big 
ideas in 2019 to become an Eco-friendlier 
Church, we had already got some things in 
place, we just needed to add some and 
remind people. This is what we do now: -


• Recycle bins in the kitchen and in the 
corridor from the hall to the green room 


• a paper box in the corridor 


• a book stall 


• bulk buy toilet rolls 


It is a little difficult at the moment in the 
current climate where we do have to have 
individually wrapped items and cannot not use 
communal items, but when we can, we will 
make sure we do so. We can also promote 
this to the hirers of the Church.


Just a few facts to remind you of the terrible 
amount of waste that we do collect here in the 
UK.


• 5.5billion pints of milk per year 80% in 
plastic.


• 19.5billion single use plastic household 
items in our homes


• 7.7billion plastic water bottles per year


We export waste to other countries, Malaysia 
being the biggest. Really this is just passing 
our problem on to them. We need to look at 
our waste and review energy saving ideas.


Elders have decided to keep their meeting 
over Zoom, this saves on 10 cars travelling to 
and from a meeting, extra lighting and heating 
also being used, if there is a need for a face to 
face meeting then obviously that will be done, 
let’s try and do more eco friendly things, both 
at Church and at home.


Elaine

Quiz night and Hotpot Supper - 
Saturday 16th October 
It's time to blow the cobwebs off those brain 
cells and put them to work! 
On Saturday 16th October at 6.30pm we will 
be holding a quiz night with Hot Pot Supper. 

Don't worry it is about having a fun evening 
and get together, it is not an audition for 
Mensa. 
We are looking for teams of 6, if you are less 
than six don’t worry there will be others and 
we can make teams up. 
The cost is £6 per person. 
There will be a poster up soon in Church and 
you will get reminders.


Elaine

Church Family and Friends  
Brenda Silverwood 

It is with sadness that we learnt of the death 
of Brenda Silverwood this week. Brenda, 
together with her husband Derek were 
members of BURC for many years, both of 
them serving the church in many different 
ways. Brenda continued to attend church after 
the death of Derek and played an active role in 
the choir before ill health meant she could no 
longer attend church. Brenda maintained her 
connections with church and remained 
interested in church life even though she was 
unable to personally take part. We send our 
love and sympathy to Tim, her son. 


Congratulations  

Many congratulations to 
Elizabeth McLaughlin on 
the arrival of her first 
Great Granddaughter, 
Arabella Grace. We send our love and best 
wishes to Elizabeth and all her family at this 
happy time. 


Margaret Stevenson 

I am sure many of you will be disappointed to 
learn that Judith, Margaret’s daughter has 
been forced, for personal reasons, to cancel 
her plans to hold a memorial service for her 
Mother in Church. Margaret’s ashes have now 
been scattered at Stockport Crematorium in 
the Garden of Remembrance if anyone felt 
they would like to pay their respects. 


Please remember Judith and her family in your 
prayers. 


Thank You 

Gerald and I would like to give our sincere 
thanks to the Church for the flowers and card 
you gave us for our Diamond Wedding 
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Anniversary. We wish everyone good health 
and happiness for the future.


Brenda

Helen, Claire and Alison and families would 
like to thank everyone for their kind words, 
cards and flowers which have been gratefully 
received since Bill’s death. They are much 
appreciated by us all at this difficult time.


Helen

As advised in N&V’s last month, Iain Gillespie 
was celebrating his birthday in September, I 
took Rhona to Congleton and they allowed us 
a double appointment to celebrate with him, 
the home’s chef made him a lovely cake and 
while we were there, they presented it to him 
and we all sang happy birthday.


I told him that all his friends wished him well 
and a happy birthday, and although Iain does 
not remember people in detail; he does have a 
slight recollection of some names and does 
have fond memories of Bramhall URC, saying 
it was the best of the churches he attended.


Elaine

Many of our members and friends are 
experiencing problems with their health or 
other worries at the moment. To all our friends, 
we send our love and prayers as they face 
their difficulties. 


Sue

Reap a Good Harvest   
If you’ve been out and about in the 
countryside in recent months, you’ll have 
noticed that there was a bumper crop of 
blackberries and other fruit this year. That was 
no accident. It was because, from Spring 
onwards, there has been just the right amount 
of heat and cold, rain and sun, to make the 
plants bring forth their best. 


It’s the same when we are making Jesus 
known. Only God knows if the people we meet 
are ready to respond to the Gospel. We might 
be simply planting a seed, and that person still 

has years to go, or it may be that the person is 
finally ready to become a follower of Jesus.


This autumn, as we prepare for Christmas, 
let’s be intentional – praying for friends and 
family members who don’t yet know Jesus. 
Let’s ask God for opportunities to sensitively 
share the Good News of Jesus. And let’s be 
ready to serve and speak in Jesus name.


Roy Crowne for Parish Pump

Like a 
Pumpkin  
A l a d y h a d 
recently become 
a Christian and 
been baptised. 
Curious, one of 
her colleagues at 
work asked her 
what it was like to 
be a Christian. 


The lady was caught off guard and didn't 
know how to answer. Then she saw the office 
‘jack-o'-lantern’ on a nearby desk and blurted: 
"Well, it's like being a pumpkin."


Her colleague asked her to explain that one. 
So she said: “Well, God picks you up out of 
the patch and brings you in and washes off all 
the dirt on the outside that you got from being 
around all the other pumpkins. 


“Then He cuts off the top and takes all the 
yucky stuff out from inside you. He removes 
all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc. 
Then He carves you a new smiling face and 
puts His light inside of you to shine for all to 
see.  


“It is our choice to either stay outside and rot 
on the vine or come inside and be something 
new and bright.”  


Are you something new and bright? Will you 
be smiling today, and shining with His light?


From Parish Pump 
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Commitment for Life is the United Reformed 
Church's global justice programme. 


October 

Prayer for Creation. 

Creator God, eternal loving parent – when I 
stop to think, 
I have to pinch myself to check that we really 
are here! 
I mean, how come this mind- boggling 
universe has precisely 
the properties that make life possible? 
Then scientists, with all their brilliant tools, 
tell us that the chance of intelligent life 
evolving (us) 
is probably vanishingly small. 
Maybe you needed those countless galaxies 
with all their untold stars so that (just once?) 
you might find 
beings who had hearts and souls and minds 
and strength for you? 
A race that gave you a way to step into your 
creation to crown 
it with your glory? 
How can we bear the responsibility of being 
your children? 
Your purpose in creation hangs in the balance; 
our race stands at a fork in the road. 
The narrow way leads to peace of heart, to 
harmony with each other, 
to harmony with earth, your other than human 
creation. 
The broad way leads to spiralling chaos, 
bringing untold 
suffer ing on humani ty and wanton ly 
destroying, 
in a few short years, what took billions to 
produce and can never be replaced. 
Amen. 


Charles Jolly

Bible Sunday - 24th October 
This special Sunday in the church’s calendar is 
an opportunity to stop and consider the 

enormous blessing that the Bible has brought 
to people down the centuries. Without it, we 
would know nothing about God our Father, 
Jesus Christ, or the Holy Spirit. It is God-
breathed – full of His love and guidance to us.  
World history would have been radically 
different without it.


Whether or not you are able to get to church 
on 24th October, Bible Society has some 
excellent resources on Bible Sunday at  
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/
bible-sunday/


How Should We read our Bibles? 
First, approach it expectantly. The Bible is 
not just another book – it is the Word of God, 
given to us by God to help us and instruct us. 
The Psalmist declared, ‘Your Word is a lamp to 
my feet and a light for my path’ (Psalm 
119:105). Therefore, as you open your Bible, 
pray that the Holy Spirit (who inspired the 
writers of the Bible) will illumine its meaning to 
you. Read it carefully, not just hurrying through 
it as you would a novel.


Secondly, read your Bible systematically.  
Aim to read about three chapters a day: begin 
at Genesis and work through the Old 
Testament. Begin in Matthew and work 
through the New Testament; begin in Psalms 
and work through Psalms and Proverbs. 
Simply continue these three cycles, and it will 
ensure that your diet of Bible reading each day 
will be varied and include a bit of everything!


Finally, read your Bible obediently. Be ready 
to obey the truth that God has for you in its 
pages. God gave the Bible to us ‘for teaching, 
rebuk ing, cor rect ing and t ra in ing in 
righteousness’ (2 Timothy 3:16), and the Bible 
can change our lives as we read it and obey 
its teachings every day.


From Parish Pump
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Wordsearch 
Harvest 

October brings us Harvest Thanksgiving, 
when we thank God for all the bounty of 
Creation. If you ever doubt God’s generosity 
towards us, just stroll down the aisles 
of your local supermarket: they are 
groaning with food of a vast variety, 
of every colour, texture and taste 
that you can imagine.  Our God is a 
hedonist when it comes to food - He 
could have provided just a few basic 
edible things for us to eat; instead, 
the choice seems endless. But in 
the midst of all this bounty, take 
time to remember all the millions of 
people worldwide who are starving 
this month, desperate for any kind 
of food. Before God in prayer, 
decide how much you can give this 
month to one of the many charities 
who are trying to help people in 
need, and be generous.   


Words 

October, Harvest, Thanksgiving, 
bounty, God, creation, generosity, 
supermarket, food, vast, variety, 
edible, choice, endless, millions, 
starving, pray, give, charities , eat, 
help, desperate
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The Lectionary Readings for October 2021 
The readings may not always correspond with those chosen by our preachers, 
but this information could be used for personal reading.  

Sue Matthews

Week beginning First reading 
and Psalm

Alternative first 
reading and 
Psalm

Second reading Gospel

October 3rd 2021 Job 1:1, 2:1-10


Psalm 26


Genesis 2:18-24


Psalm 8


Hebrews 1:1-4, 
2:5-12

Mark 10:2-16

October 10th 2021 Job 23:1-9, 
16-17

Psalm 22:1-15


Amos 5:6-7, 
10-15

Psalm 90:12-17


Hebrews 4:12-16 Mark 10:17-31

October 17th 2021 Job 38:1-7, 
(34-41)

Psalm 104:1-9, 
24, 35c


Isaiah 53:4-12

Psalm 91:9-16


Hebrews 5:1-10 Mark 10:35-45

October 24th 2021 Job 42:1-6, 
10-17

Psalm 34:1-8, 
(19-22)


Jeremiah 31:7-9

Psalm 126


Hebrews 
7:23-28


Mark 10:46-52


October 31st 2021 Ruth 1:1-18

Psalm 146


Deuteronomy 
6:1-9

Psalm 119:1-8

Hebrews 
9:11-14

Mark 12:28-34

Prayer Corner  
Please let me know if you would like any specific prayers added to our prayer corner each 
month.  Sue Matthews 

Please pray for those in our fellowship who are u n w e l l , a n d f a c e hospital treatments

Please pray for those 
who have lost a loved 
one recently

Please pray for the 
those who may be 
worrying about rising 
heating costs this 
winter

Please pray for the 

people of Afghanistan, 

particularly those who 

fear for their lives

Please pray for the world leaders as they meet in Glasgow to d i s c u s s c l i m a t e change

Please continue to 

pray for individuals, 

c o m m u n i t i e s a n d 

nations living with 

Covid 19
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EDITOR 

Mrs Sue Matthews 
sm@tthews.me.uk 
0161 439 1066

NEWS & VIEWS is published on the 
last Sunday of each month. The 

deadline for the next issue is: 


SUNDAY 17th October


Crossword Challenge 
Across 
1 ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, 
“You — to insult God’s high priest?”’ (Acts 
23:4) (4)

3 They were assigned to guard the tree of life 
(Genesis 3:24) (8)

9 ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, 
the — of — , the son of Zuph, an 
Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4)

10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5)

11 Where American livestock can be reared 
(5)

12 Listen (anag.) (6)

14 Alternative name for Kiriath 
Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5)

17 He founded Westminster 
Abbey, — the Confessor (6)

19 Hebrew word for the place 
of the dead (5)

22 Allies of Persia in the fifth 
century BC (Esther 1:3) (5)

23 Where John Wesley was 
forced to preach a lot (4,3)

24 Rebellion against God; 
abandonment of religious 
belief (8)

25 Note (anag.) (4)

Down 
1 Give an account of (Mark 
4:30) (8)

2 ‘I — — the path of your 
commands, for you have set 
my heart free’ (Psalm 119:32) 
(3,2)

4 ‘He took the ephod, the 
other — — and the carved 
image’ (Judges 18:20) (9,4)

5 ‘You are a chosen people, a — 
priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5)

6 The meek, the merciful and the mourners 
are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7)

7 Musical Instrument Digital Interface 
(1,1,1,1)

8 He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) 
(6)


13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 
19:14) (8)

15 ‘About three thousand were — — their 
number that day’ (Acts 2:41) (5,2)

16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new 
Jerusalem was made of this (Revelation 
21:18) (6)

18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly — a Saviour from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5)

20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his 
name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5)

21 Young Men’s Christian Association 
(1,1,1,1)


Answers September 2021 
Across: 1 access; 4 blinds; 8 rhyme; 9 
loyalty; 10 Antwerp; 11 Aenon; 12 loftiness; 
17 Satan; 19 Obadiah; 21 on earth; 22 storm; 
23 exhale; 24 depths

Down: 1 Adrian; 2 crystal; 3 siege; 5 lay bare; 
6 nylon; 7 saying; 9 Lappidoth; 13 funeral; 14 
spit out; 15 ashore; 16 Thomas; 18 teeth; 20 
aisle



