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‘In Flanders' fields the poppies blow between 
the crosses, row on row, that mark our place: 
and in the sky the larks, still bravely singing, fly 
scarce heard amid the 
guns below.’ 

This is the first verse of 
John McCrae’s poem, 
first published in Punch 
magazine in 1915. It 
soon came to symbolise 
the sacrifice of all who died in World War One. 
Today, the poppy remains a tangible symbol 
for those who have sacrificed their lives in 
war, especially as we remember those who 
died in Afghanistan. But why do we 
remember?


‘They will beat their swords into ploughshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation 
will not take up sword against nation, nor will 
they train for war anymore.’ (Micah 4:3). 
Writing 700 years before Christ, Micah spoke 
at the time when Samaria fell due to the 
aggress ion of Assyr ia . However, he 
prophesied a future of hope, a world where 
nations come together in peace rather than 

war. His words are fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God established by Jesus. 


Our understanding of 
peace is more than 
simply the absence of 
conflict. It is about 
building relationships 
b e t w e e n p e o p l e , 
c o m m u n i t i e s a n d 
nations, founded on 
love and justice for all. 

As we remember those who died in war, we 
should look practically at how we can build 
such relationships, beginning with our own 
families, colleagues and neighbours. ‘We will 
walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever 
and ever.’ (Micah 4:5). Let’s ask God’s Spirit 
to make us people of peace, justice and 
compassion for today’s world. 


‘They shall grow not old as we that are left 
grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the 
years condemn. At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning we will remember them.’ 

Canon Paul Hardingham for Parish Pump
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Church Services in November 
For those unable to attend church in person 
the service will be on zoom. The Zoom link 
each week will remain the same and is as 
follows:  
Meeting ID: 864 1569 9327 
Passcode: 490926


The services will start at 10.00am 


This month the services will be led by the 
following people:


Sunday 7th November - Linda Rayner - 
Communion  
Sunday 14th November - at 10.30  Margaret 
Dexter Brown Remembrance Sunday 
Sunday 21st November - Christopher 
Whitehead 
Sunday 28th November- Christopher 
Whitehead - Baptism


Our thanks go to all for their contribution and 
service to our fellowship.


Please note the service on November 14th 
will begin at 10.30am 

Proposed Change to the “Way of 
Working” 
We do not, as a local Church, have a written 
constitution so local ways of working have 
been developed and deployed over the past 
30 plus years that I am aware of. 


For many years we have accepted the term of 
“serving” Elder and Management as six years, 
with an option to review and continue at a 
three year point. This has been successful in 
refreshing the teams and allowing Elders and 
Management members to take a break after 
six years. We have generally accepted that a 
one year “sabbatical” is agreed and then you 
could, if you wished; be nominated and voted 
for a further 6 year term of office (again 
reviewed after 3 years). 


As we move forward we feel that we need to 
change this way of working. 


We said at our last Church meeting that we 
would keep you appraised of the plans that 
the Elders sub Group would look to develop to 
ensure we have continuity with important 
positions that allow our Church to function 
and be well run. 


We plan to bring a proposal to our Church 
Meeting in November and change the “Way of 
Working” for officers of the church. Going 
forward we will not expect a serving Elder or 
member of the Management team to retire 
from office after six years if they wish to 
continue. Importantly each individual should 
continue to offer the church the commitment 
and support the post requires. We would allow 
Elders and Management to be eligible to serve 
again without them having to take the 
minimum one year sabbatical. Of course 
anyone who serves on E ldersh ip or 
Management will still be able to step down 
from that post should they feel they can no 
longer offer that commitment.


The benefits of this proposal should be self-
evident in that we have an ever decreasing 
membership and good people who serve our 
Church well are unable to continue in office 
because our 6 years limitation of office. This 
way of working is outdated given our present 
circumstances. 


With your support we look to change this as 
part of the AGM so going forward, we have 
the continuity we need. We look forward to 
bringing this to our next meeting. 


Stuart

Message From the Elders 
As promised at the Church meeting, we would 
like to keep you updated with our plans for 
church life. The Elders have a duty of care to 
all members and friends in Church and to this 
end, taking into account the extremely high 
number of COVID 19 cases in the Stockport 
and East Cheshire area, we would like to 
encourage everyone, who can, to continue to 
wear masks during the service and while 
moving around the church building. We will 
continue to monitor the situation, but we feel it 
is prudent, for the wellbeing of all our 
congregation, to continue this arrangement for 
the coming month. In addition, with regret, we 
are suspending coffee after the service for the 
next few weeks. We are well aware that many 
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of our members enjoy this social element of 
Sunday morning, but the elders feel, sitting in 
close proximity, without masks, is increasing 
the risk for all and it a risk we are unable to 
justify.


Sue on behalf of The Elders

Christmas Fair 
On Saturday 20th November at 10am - 2pm, 
we are still hoping to hold a mini Christmas 
fair, if infection rates are falling in the area.


We had to cancel last year, so it would be 
really good to see as many people as possible 
coming along to the return of this event. 
There will be refreshments in the form of tea, 
coffee and biscuits also we will be doing light 
lunches of  
Baked Potatoes with a choice of fillings 
Soup with crusty bread.


There will be some lovely stalls for you to 
peruse: 
Tombola 
Knit and Knatter, 
Guess the weight of the cake 
Hand made cards 
Home baked Cakes and goodies. 
Guess the teddy's name. 


I have a list of people I always call on 
especially for the Home made cakes, but if 
anyone would like to offer to bake, that would 
be lovely. 
Also if anyone has any items that they think 
would do well on the Tombola they would be 
gratefully received. 
If you feel that you would like to help on one of 
the stalls we have time slots by the hour, and 
you can sit down, so no standing around.  
Please let me know, the more the merrier!


As you may be aware Knit and Knatter, for a 
long time now, have supported Newlife. This 
year we thought it would be a really good idea 
to donate the proceeds from the whole fair to 
Newlife as we look to help the wider 
community.


About Newlife  

Their Nurses support families, they fund 
research to work to improve children’s health, 
their dedicated team campaigns for a fairer 
deal and 100% of every penny that is donated 

will be used for equipment to change a child’s 
life.


There are now around one million disabled 
and terminally ill children in the UK. This is due 
to many reasons, childhood cancers, birth 
defects, accidents, diseases and infections 
can all cause babies, children, and young 
people to face lifelong challenges.


Thousands of them rely on Newlife to get the 
equipment they need, equipment that has 
often been refused by the statutory services or 
the delays in provision mean that the child will 
suffer unnecessarily.


Newlife provides care and support to families 
through their national Helpline where their 
qualified and experienced Nurses offer 
information to families and professionals 
caring for disabled and terminally ill children.


They Campaign for positive change, working 
with National and local decision makers to get 
the right equipment, to ensure that disabled 
children get the better future they deserve.


They do a lot for these children so it will be 
good for us to support them with this event.


Elaine

Partnership News 
We held our first face to face meeting in 
September in over 20 months, unfortunately a 
couple of days later someone tested positive 
for Covid so we have gone back to Zoom for 
the rest of the year. We now have a new 
convenor Rev Bob Day and it was his first 
meeting with us.


As I reported at the Church meeting with the 
closure of Reddish URC and their final Service 
being held on 19th September, we are now 
only 15 churches.


Our Missional Partnership Minister, Jonnie Hill 
organised an activity that looked at where our 
various churches were These are some of the 
questions he asked:


• Your preference in church worship: 
traditional hymns vs modern worship 
songs? 


• For your church, is the Missional 
partnership: energising or draining? 
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• Is your church more focused on: the 
congregation or the wider community?. 


All of the answers were set on to a sliding 
scale.


These were difficult to judge, with possibly 
different responses from a steering group 
member, Elder, church member etc. They did 
generate much thought, discussion and even 
soul searching.


There was also a discussion around where 
Jonnie should focus his attention for the next 
couple of months. A couple of the Churches 
are really struggling with some major issues so 
it was agreed that he would concentrate on 
those areas at the moment.


We still have a vacancy for a minister and also 
with the departure of Dave Fraser we have a 
vacancy for a mission mentor. It was agreed 
that there was urgent need to fill these 
positions although it was acknowledged that it 
has been difficult getting candidates applying 
and it has to be with the right person to fill the 
post


Elaine

Church Family and Friends  
Christine Ashworth 

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the 
passing of Christine Ashworth. Christine and 
John played a very active role in church life. 
After John’s death, Christine continued to be a 
loyal and faithful member. She served on 
Elders and provided sensible solutions to 
many problems, always delivered with grace 
and good humour. Christine was not only 
active in Church life, but she and John were 
very active in the local branch of the Liberal 
Democrats, and Christine supported John, as 
Lady Mayoress when John was Mayor of 
Stockport. Christine was also a magistrate 
and served as the Chairman of the 
Magistrates Court in Manchester. Christine will 
be remembered for her generous hospitality, 
her warm smile and sense of humour. We send 
our thoughts and prayers to Christine’s family, 
her children, Louise, Helen, Frances and 
Miles. Her grandchildren, Joe, Charlie, Kate, 
Tess, Jack, Poppy, Max, Ben, Callum and 
Elise and her 6 great grandchildren. 


Several of our members have had falls 
recently and we wish them a speedy recovery. 
We remember those who are fac ing 
operat ions, new treatments, hospita l 
appointments and uncertainty about their 
future. We have members who currently have 
COVID 19, or who are recovering and we wish 
them a quick return to good health. We 
remember all who are suffering at this time in 
our prayers and wish them all well. 


Sue

Christmas Is Coming!  

Christmas Card Exchange 
This year we will be 
following the patten that 
we adopted last year 
and we will NOT be 
having a card exchange 
in Church.


I will be putting up the 
Christmas Tree for people to pin a card on to 
send Greetings to all ( smaller ones are better)


However we may also be able to have a 
Christmas Greetings page again in the News 
and Views.


Carole D

Great idea Carole! 


Please could you send your greetings to me 
by 14th November to go into the December 
edition of News and Views. You can email your 
greeting to sm@tthews.me.uk or hand write 
your message and give it to me in church. 


Sue

Bramhall Methodist Christmas 
Card Sale 
BMC will be holding their Charity Christmas 
card and Goods Sale once again on Saturday 
6th Nov, 10-12.30. Entry is free. Please come 
along and  support.


All the usual charities are keen to be involved 
this year, especially after the last 18 months.  
All proceeds go to the charities.   They look 
forward to seeing you there.’


Rachel, Bramhall Methodist Church  
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Christmas Shoe Boxes  
I am sure that you will 
understand, that in 
these continuing difficult 
t i m e s i t w o n ’ t b e 
possible, once again, for 
us to make up shoe 
boxes and fill them with 
gifts to be sent to children around the world 
who have very little.


You can still help share God's love with 
children around the world even if you cannot 
shop for and pack an Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gift. With a few clicks of your 
mouse or swipes on your touchscreen, you 
can build a shoebox online. Make it your own 
by choosing from a list of gifts, (then if you 
want, you can add a personal letter and 
photo). Operation Christmas Child will then 
pack your shoebox and send it for you for just 
£15 + £5 project donation per box. Each 
shoebox gift built online is a heartfelt 
expression of God's love to children in need.


To build a shoe box ‘on line’ go to samaritans-
pu rse .o rg .uk /wha t -we-do /ope ra t i on -
christmas-child/ and follow the link ‘Pack a 
Shoe Box Online’


If you cannot get ‘on line’ you can donate the 
cost of a shoe box (£20.00) filled with toys and 
other essentials by donating cash/cheque to 
the church, and we will build your shoe box on 
line for you.


Donations can be brought to any Sunday 
10.00am service or passed on through you 
Pastoral Carer.


Once again thank you for your generous 
support of this project over many years.


Graham Perkin

Gareth Hewitt in Concert 
The singer song writer Gareth Hewitt is 
performing at St Catherine’s C of E Church in 
Heald Green on Thursday 11th November at 
7pm. Tickets are £5. Gareth is a Christian who 
focuses on social justice. Please ring 0161 
437 7970 for tickets and more information.





Commitment for Life is the United Reformed 
Church's global justice programme. 


November 

Prayer for Black Lives Matter 

God of all life, Lord of all nations, God of all 
peoples. We thank you for our lord Jesus 
Christ, who did not allow any colour, or shade 
of the skin, to divide and break your 
community using the mantra of race, religion 
and ethnicity. 
Lord, O Lord, we are dying because of 
blackness. 
Lord, we rejoice at the resurrection of our risen 
Lord, who conquered the evil of racial divide 
for all peoples on the Cross of Calvary. 
Lord Jesus Christ, you died on the Cross and 
rose to life. 
You liberated all, including people of colour 
and the Caucasian. 
Lord, do “Black Lives Matter” in your world? 
Can black women and men sing a song of 
praise to God? 
Lord take pity upon the sheep of your flock. 
Grant us life, grant us hope, grant us a cure to 
the virus of racism. 
In the name of the risen Lord, we beseech 
you. Amen.	 	 	 	 	 


Naison M Hove

Remembrance  
When it comes to war 
and mi l i ta ry serv ice 
families, we all have a story to tell. This is one 
of mine. It is not a story of heroes, a strong 
military campaign or a mention in dispatches 
but a story of people. People thrown together 
through circumstance who, for a short time, 
simply invest in and support each other. 
People whose actions will never be made into 
a film yet who affected each other’s lives in an 
almost unquantifiable way. The time is 
September 1944, the location is Holland, and 
the conflict is Operation Market Garden. 
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Operation Market Garden was not a massive 
victory for the Allies. It had limited success but 
saw many men retreating. For those of you 
who know your war films it was immortalised 
in ‘A Bridge too Far’, a film which could be 
subtitled ‘an hour too long.’ 


Amongst those who retreated was a group of 
just 3 men from the Royal Corps of Signals 
who found themselves separated from the rest 
of their regiment. They made their way in their 
truck to a small village called Beuningen, just 
outside Njimegen, where, through lack of fuel, 
they ended up setting up camp at the end of 
someone’s garden. In their packs they had 
chocolate which they willingly shared with the 
curious and somewhat bewildered local 
children. After a couple of days of enforced 
encampment, it became clear that one of their 
number, a Preston man called Stanley Martin, 
was ill and needed attention. A local family, 
the Hansens, took him into their modest home 
and, with home cooked food and without the 
damp of their rudimentary camp site he 
quickly regained his strength. Stan, who was 
already a veteran of campaigns in North 
Africa, Sicily and Italy, re-joined the others and 
they were able to move on to regroup with 
other allies. He had been suffering from 
bronchitis which was to plague him for the rest 
of his life but his renewed health at this time 
enabled him to serve his country and 
humankind in other campaigns, going on to 
enter Belsen concentration camp after its 
liberation in order to clear those who had not 
survived. As a soldier of the British Army, he 
was ordered to do this and although he 
mentioned it rarely, he will have done so with 
the quiet dignity that defined him. He spent VE 
day drinking quantities of illicit alcohol 
liberated from a Chemist shop in a small 
German town and sharing the spoils with 
German soldiers and went on to complete his 
war service in the Far East also witnessing VJ 
day.    


Despite his remaining service his one abiding 
memory was the kindness shown to him by 
the Hansen family in Holland. He was not 
alone. In the museum in Arnhem there is a 
memorial to the local people who went on to 
endure brutality and siege conditions, which 
reads, “we fought here against overwhelming 
odds to open the way into Germany and bring 
the war to an early end. Instead, we brought 
death and destruction for which you have 

never blamed us. This stone marks our 
a d m i r a t i o n f o r y o u r g re a t c o u r a g e 
remembering especially the women who 
tended our wounded……your families risked 
death by hiding Allied soldiers…..You took us 
into your homes as fugitives and friends, we 
took you forever into our hearts. This strong 
bond will continue long after we are all gone.”


When Stan finally returned to Preston, he 
wrote to the family to thank them for their 
kindness. Unfortunately, he did not know the 
address, or their name and could not speak 
Dutch! However, knowing that Mama, as his 
rescuer was known to all, was a woman of 
great faith, he wrote to the local Priest 
addressing the envelope to simply ‘The Priest, 
Beuningen, Holland.’ Miraculously the letter 
arrived, and the Priest knew immediately who 
‘Mama’ was. The families were put in touch 
and Ruth was able to write to the family to 
express her gratitude. Eventually, in the early 
1950s, Stan and Ruth made their first of many 
trips to Holland. It is a bond that has 
continued. I knew Lance Corporal Stanley 
Martin by the less formal title of Grandad and 
have also been to say thank you 


I said at the start it was not a story of heroes. 
It is simply an act of humanity, a story of 
people working together for common good 
against the backdrop of the might of armed 
forces, governments and people making 
decisions at the very highest levels that affect 
those at ground level. 


In many ways that story can be applied to all 
of us. Every day we make decisions that affect 
us all. They may not seem big or even 
particularly significant, but their effect can 
make a huge difference to the people with 
whom we have contact. We may have only 
made a small difference but to the person on 
the receiving end we have moved mountains. 
Stanley Martin received warm clothes and 
nourishing food from the Hansen family. It 
wasn’t much, but as a result, I had someone 
to call Grandad. 


As a Christian, I hand over my life each day to 
God and trust that it is His wisdom that will 
inspire my decisions and actions. If we 
remember just one thing each day, let it be the 
commandment of Jesus to love our neighbour 
as ourselves.


Alison Pope
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The Lectionary Readings for November 2021 
The readings may not always correspond with those chosen by our preachers, 
but this information could be used for personal reading.  

Sue Matthews

Week beginning First reading 
and Psalm

Alternative first 
reading and 
Psalm

Second reading Gospel

November 7th 2021 R u t h 3 : 1 - 5 ; 
4:13-17


Psalm 127


1 Kings 17:8-16


Psalm 146


Hebrews 9:24-28 Mark12 38- 44

November 14th 2021 1 Samuel 1:4-20

1 Samuel 2:1-10


Daniel 12:1-3

Psalm 16


Hebrews 
10:11-14, 
(15-18), 19-25

Mark 13:1-8

November 21st 2021 2 Samuel 23:1-7

Psalm 132:1-12, 
(13-18)


Daniel 7:9-10, 
13-14

Psalm 93


Revelation 1:4b-8 John 18:33-37

November 28th 2021 

First Sunday of 
Advent

Jeremiah 
33:14-16


Psalm 25:1-10
 1 Thessalonians 
3:9-13


Luke 21:25-36


Prayer Corner  
Please let me know if you would like any specific prayers added to our prayer corner each 
month.  Sue Matthews 

Please pray for those in our fellowship who are u n w e l l , a n d f a c e hospital treatments.

Please pray for those 
who have lost a loved 
one recently

Please pray for those 
who may go hungry 
because of rising food 
prices

P l e a s e p r a y f o r 

refugees and asylum 

seekers around the 

world

Please pray for our armed forces as they provide humanitarian aid and support the UN operations

Please continue to 

pray for individuals, 

c o m m u n i t i e s a n d 

nations living with 

Covid 19
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EDITOR 

Mrs Sue Matthews 
sm@tthews.me.uk 
0161 439 1066

NEWS & VIEWS is published on the 
last Sunday of each month. The 

deadline for the next issue is: 


SUNDAY 14th November


Crossword Challenge 
Across 
1 In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of 
these were killed (2 Samuel 10:18) (11)

9 “No — , impure or greedy person has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of God” 
(Ephesians 5:5) (7)

10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5) 

11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1) 

13 Taverns (4) 

16 Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 
Corinthians 16:13) (4) 

17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour 
his anger for ever’ (Psalm 103:9) (6) 

18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from 
and what guided them (Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4)

20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 
characters (4) 

21 She married Esau when he was 
40 years old (Genesis 26:34) (6) 

22 A great-grandson of Noah 
(Genesis 10:7) (4) 

23 Title accorded to certain Roman 
Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4) 

25 ‘My house will be a house of 
prayer; but you have made it a — of 
robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3) 

28 Annie (anag.) (5) 

29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7) 

30 Tenth foundation of the new 
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11)

Down 
2 ‘We have a building from God, an 
eternal house in heaven, not built by 
— hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5)

3 Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 
20:15) (4) 

4 You have exalted my horn like that 
of a wild ox; fine — have been poured 
upon me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4) 

5 — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4) 

6 ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — 
him from the dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7) 

7 ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11) 

8 ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) 
(11) 

12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6) 


14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon 
it’ (John 12:14) (3) 

15 Liverpool dialect (6) 

19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it 
holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7) 

20 Nineteenth-century German physicist after 
whom the unit of electrical resistance is 
named (3) 

24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part 
of a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5) 

25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he must 
— himself and take up his cross and follow 
me’ (Mark 8:34) (4) 

26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, 
responsible for condemning hundreds of 
Christians to cruel deaths (4) 

27 See 18 Across


Answers October 2021 
Across: 1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 
yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 Baalah of Judah; 
17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 
24 apostasy; 25 Eton

Down: 1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household 
gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 8 Joshua; 
13 children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 
await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA


