
22  •    Children & Youth  •  Issue 115
Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.  

Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

One day, Jesus and his disciples were on a journey. 

But wherever they went, people seemed to follow 

them, crowding around to hear Jesus talk. There were 

some Pharisees in the crowd that day. They wanted 

to test Jesus, so they asked him a difficult question: 

‘Is it lawful for a man and woman to divorce?’ Jesus 

was quite clear. He reminded them, ‘In the beginning 

God created man and woman. He created them to be 

together and to be married for all of their lives. That 

was God’s plan; that is how he would like it to be.’

In the crowd, there were also lots of small children. 

People were bringing them to Jesus and asking him 

to bless them.  The disciples were not happy – they 

thought it was a waste of Jesus’ time. They tried to 

stop the people bringing the children. This made 

Jesus really cross. ‘No, don’t push these children 

away! Let them come to me,’ he said. ‘You must not 

keep them away. These children are at the centre of 

God’s kingdom.  

‘You need to be more like them; to have complete faith and trust in me, just as they do.’ Then Jesus gathered the children up in his arms and he blessed them. 	  					            Mark 10.2-16

  See Share the Word.

3-9 October 2021

Let them come 
to me
Mark 10.2-16 
Some Pharisees test Jesus by asking about divorce. In response, 
Jesus honours the ideal of marriage and the equality of both 
partners. When the disciples try to stop people bringing children 
to Jesus, he says that the kingdom of God involves childlike 
acceptance; they should be allowed to come to him. Jesus’ way 
is invitational; he invites everyone to come to him and to be 
shown the love of God.   

This week we explore who or what matters to God.     

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

Parents bringing children to be blessed by Jesus shows their 
understanding of Jesus, as well as their love and concern for their 
children. Who has brought the children to your group this week? 
Why? Thank God for them. What is your role in helping to bring 
these children closer to Jesus? Pray about your role in this. 

Exploring the invitational nature of God, as well as God’s 
love for and value of us can help the children know that they 
matter to God, and can bring their concerns to Jesus. 

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: play dough and people cutters.  

Creation Time 1 September – 4 October, see  for resources. 

October is Black History Month, see . 

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.24.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: The conga

Grow, grow, grow, we’re growing up with Jesus. 
Grow, grow, grow, he’ll help us grow in faith.

God of welcome, thank you for putting us first, no matter what.  
We praise you, and thank you for all you teach us. 
Amen.

Come/stop game 	 E

•	 Ask the children to stand at one end of the room. Display a 
picture of Jesus or a cross at the other end.

•	 Read out actions that can bring people closer to Jesus or 
prevent people coming to Jesus. Where it brings people closer, 
encourage the children to take a step forward; where it does 
not, remind them to stay still.

•	 Examples of actions: praying before a meal; too busy with 
sport/TV; reading a Bible verse; worry or fear; coming to 
church; falling out with a friend, etc. Ask children for their 
suggestions.

 

 

 


